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Programmers of the Future 

 By Riann Morton 

FIRST Lego League  

 When you think of the word “robotics”, do 

you think of R2D2? Maybe C3PO or BB-8? Well 

the robots made in this class are actually made 

of Legos! We may not be on the Star Wars scale 

for creating robots, but we sure have made some 

impressive creations. This class caters to students 

who have never touched a robot in their life all 

the way to advanced learners and allowing independent studies.  

 The teacher in charge of the class this year is Mrs. Olsen. She is quite 

new at this and has been doing an amazing job at making sure the students 

stay on task. She is always there to help as much as she can. Robotics for be-

ginners instructs students on how to move, turn, or perform an action with the 

machine they build. There is also a competition called Lego League which is a 

series of challenges which must be completed by each team's robot. These 

challenges include grabbing rovers, moving rocks, launching rockets, and 

working with mini satellites, all of which are Lego models. When a team’s robot 

completes a challenge, the robot must move to its next task without being re-

set. A few awards teams could possibly win after all challenges are: champion’s 

award, project award, core values award, and 

many more. The class itself will not be partici-

pating in the official FIRST Lego League, but 

are working on the challenges for their own 

fun and growth of knowledge. We hope that 

this fairly new class continues to be offered at 

Banner County so more students can learn and 

enjoy robotics.   

Continued on page 2 
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Behind the Design 

Robotics is an amazing class of many opportunities. Students have built a variety of ro-

bots, such as my personal robot, Gary. Gary is a robot that resembles a deep sea anglerfish 

that, when programmed correctly, uses it’s two sensors to perform its main actions. These ac-

tions are opening and closing its mouth and “biting” people. Robots like Gary and others use 

sensors and motors to move and act however the creator wishes. The coding behind all the de-

sign involves block coding. Block coding takes any and all script used to perform one task and 

puts it into one simplified section. These sections can be put together to create a sequence of 

unique actions, such as mimicking a deep sea creature, or even an elephant, its up to the crea-

tor’s imagination. In the picture below is Gary. Check out all of the components that go into 

one robotic design.   
This is Gary’s EV3 
Brick. It controls all the 
motor and sensor func-
tions.  Without a Brick, 
the robot will not work. 

If you look closely, you’ll see the 
motor which is talked about in the 
other tabs. This controls how quick-
ly, how wide, and many times the 
mouth opens depending on which 
sensor was activated. 

This is an ultrasonic sensor. If 
something is big enough and trig-
gers the sensor in Gary’s mouth, 
it will signal the motor for it to 
“bite” down. 

This is a color and light sen-
sor. When something moves 
close enough in front of it, it 
will signal the motor to open 
his mouth. 

Continued from page  1 
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Senior Spotlight 
            By: Wyatt Onstott 

 

This month’s senior spotlight features Haddie Grubbs! Haddie is known to 

be hard-working, thoughtful, and caring to all that meet her. We asked 

Haddie a few questions about her plans for the future.  

Q: What extracurricular activities have you participated in? 

A: One Act, Speech, Volleyball, Track, and 4-H 

Q: What are your goals for this year? 

A: Pass all classes and end the year with a good attitude. 

Q: What are your plans for after high school?  

A: Go to college and maybe get a masters in library sciences or major in English. I 

want to be either a writer or librarian.  

Q: What is one of your favorite classes and why? 

A: Art and English Composition because I have the ability to let my creative side   

out. 

Q: What’s one piece of advice you would give to younger students? 

A: Do your assignments on time and don’t give up on yourself. 

 

We wish Haddie the best of luck on her future endeavors! 

When people hear the word “November,” sev-

eral things come to mind.  We surveyed the 

school staff and students to find out what 

their favorite part of November was and for 

what they are thankful. We also asked the 

younger elementary students to draw their 

best turkeys. Check out the results! 

What’s your favorite part about this time of year? 

The turkeys are on the loose! Can you 

find the other student drawn turkeys 

throughout the various articles in this 

month’s newsletter? 

It’s time to give thanks. That is a common phrase 

heard around this time of year. Here are some com-

mon things that students and staff members are 

thankful for at BCS. 

 Pets 

 Opportunity 

 Food 

 A Home 

 Faith 

 Family 

 Health 

 Friends 

 Life 

 Education 
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Honoring the Red, , & Blue and Those Who Have Served 
By David Selves 

 In order to host a Veterans Day Program, Banner County had to be a little creative this year. 

With the restriction on vocal and instrumental music because of Covid-19, the BCS band director, 

Mrs. Wounded Arrow, composed the Star 

Spangled Banner using hand chimes. By doing 

this, band and choir students could still partici-

pate in musical activities, and we were still able 

to honor our local Veterans with the Star Spangled Banner. 

 Following the musical presentation, the Student Council 

demonstrated the folding of the American flag and explained the 

symbolism. Noah Yetter and Isaac Olsen folded the U.S. flag 13 

times, with Kathryn Blankenship stating what each fold symboliz-

es. Then the National Honor Society shared the history of Veter-

ans Day, such as how it used to be called Armistice Day. To close this year’s program,  there was a 

slideshow of local veterans that included where they served and current relationships to BCS staff 

and students. Thank you to all who attended this year’s Veterans Day Program!  

Sometimes the Show Can’t Go On 
By Wyatt Onstott  

 The Banner County One Act team was creating the characters, setting, the emotions and 

combining them all into one great big show. The play these brave souls were recreating is called 

The Last Leaf. In the play, a young girl who gets pneumonia and her neighbor gives the ultimate 

gift to save her life.  

 This year’s production had a small cast that included Mycala Jones, Riann Morton, Kairyn 

Miller, and Haddie Grubbs. Now what is a play without a crew and David Selves filled that role. A 

big challenge for the team was if one person was sick the character they played couldn’t be re-

placed because they didn’t have an understudy. The students were also working hard to keep 

their grades up so they could go to competitions.  

 Just like other extra curricular activities, the One Act team had to deal with the pandemic, 

illness, and regular schooling. The fact that not all of the students weren’t able to make it to 

practice made putting together a play more difficult. For a short while, the students  overcame 

these challenges by being strong and working hard. However, due to certain 

circumstances, The Last Leaf will not be on stage this year. It’s an unfortunate 

situation since so many hours of hard work went into this now incomplete play. 

Hopefully next year, the One Act team will be able to complete the entire sea-

son.  
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Junior High Wrestling Takes to the Mat 

By Kairyn Miller 

As the school year goes on, we transition from football sea-

son to wrestling season. The coach this year is Mr. Gifford who has 

been coaching for more than 21 years. His favorite part about 

wrestling is “I just love helping athletes reach their potential and I 

enjoy seeing the outcome of all their hard work.”  Coach Gifford’s main 

goal for the season is for the student athletes to improve from meet to 

meet. “The main objective [for this year’s wrestling season] is teaching 

them what the sport’s all about, learning new moves everyday, teaching 

them to overcome their fears, learning how to compete, and learning how 

to take responsibility for their success and their failure.”  

The Junior High wrestling team might have a slight advantage this 

year. With the recent addition of MatCats, kids are learning and getting into 

wrestling at a younger age. The Junior High wrestlers sure do seem ready 

for the upcoming meets.  Kohl Krakow told us: “MatCats helped me get 

where I am today. The extra practice helps a lot.”  

The student athletes on the team this year include: 8th graders Na-

thanial Anderson and Isaac Olsen, 7th Graders: Layton Mossberg and Gabe 

Teeple, and 6th graders: Kody Carpenter, Kohl Krakow, 

and Andrew Smith. With a wide range of ages, abilities, 

and experience, these wrestlers have some goals of 

their own. “I want to make it through the year without 

COVID shutting it down.” said Layton Mossberg. Sixth 

grader, Kohl Krakow said, “My goal is just to have fun!” 

 

Best of luck to the Junior High wrestlers as they continue to 

compete at their wrestling tournaments! 
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OEF Returns from a Mini-Vacation! 
By David Selves 

 

Now that OEF is back from it’s nearly one month hiatus, we need a few 

new highlights from the month of November!  

Intro to Golf 

A repeated session this fall was Intro to Golf, with Miss Bohac and 

Miss Serres. Students learn the basics of golf such as stance, grip, swing, 

safety, and more! The group uses birdies instead of regular golf balls so 

we won’t need to scour the countryside looking for tiny white balls, 1.7 

inches in diameter. These birdies hit like a golf ball, but don’t fly nearly as 

far. If we can get enough students interested, there could be a possibility 

of a Wildcat Golf team in the future.  

Droneology 

Droneology is a session, offered by Mrs. Olsen, that teaches students 

all about drones, how they’re operated, and how they are implemented into 

our society for many different uses. The session started with students 

learning about how drones are made, so we watched videos and read 

information about the different parts of a drone. After this, it was time to 

begin building the drone, RubiQ! 

These drones consist of many different parts, but this can vary 

depending on the drone model. RubiQ has: a First Person View (FPV) 

camera, video transmitter, a TX Antenna, receiver (RX), a Power Distri-

bution Board, internal gyroscope, a Global Positioning System (GPS), a 

Lithium Polymer battery, four propeller motors, four propellers, and 

lots of other tiny components that are built into the structure. 

You may think drones are complicated and you’re not wrong, 

but like everything, it just takes practice. After assembling your drone 

and learning to operate one, it can be a very fun and  an interesting 

hobby.  Our motto from the session: Don’t give up and keep trying! 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
November 9, 2020 

 
COVID-19 Update 
School is still the safest place to be for students! I am happy to report that to date, we 

have had two confirmed positives among students and six positives among staff. That represents a total posi-
tivity rate of 4.08% of the students and staff who learn and work at BCS. The current positivity rate in the 
Panhandle is 20.7%. Thanks to all students and staff for wearing their masks, keeping 6 feet apart, and wash-
ing their hands. Stay safe, Wildcats! 
Awards and Recognitions  
President Johnson commended the following students and staff: 
-Congratulations to our Students of the Month for September and October 2020: Bexlie Groves, Shawnie Ma-
son, Brendyn Onstott, Talon McPherson, & Makyla Mason 
-Congratulations to Banner County's first all-girl XC team. They earned 5th place at the district cross country 
meet on October 15th.   
-Mrs. Wenger's 5th graders for their amazing work on their Native American projects. They spent almost two 
months on those projects and did their final presentations to the 3rd and 4th graders on Nov. 4th. 
Award Bus Bid 
Approve the bid and purchase of a 2022 Thomas Saf-T-Liner C2, 30-passenger bus for the bid of $84,310.00, 
from Truck Center Co; all other bus bids are rejected. Passed with a motion by Bret Jeffries and a second by 
Douglas Olsen. Thanks to a grant from the Nebraska Department of Energy & Environment, $42,000 of the pur-
chase will be reimbursed . 

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

OSHA 10 Certification 
BCS has partnered with WNCC to offer the OSHA 10 for General  In-

dustry course on Dec. 4, 11, & 18.  This course provides instruction on 

the rights of general industry workers, employer responsibilities, and 

how to file a complaint as well as how to identify, abate, avoid, and 

prevent job related hazards. The course will introduce general industry OSHA standards relating to personal 

protective equipment, HAZMAT (hazardous materials) communication, tool safety, walking and working 

surfaces, electrical safety, emergency response, lockout/tagout, and others. This course is open to Banner 

County residents. The course fee is $65.00. To register, complete the information below and return to BCS 

with payment by Dec. 2, 2020. 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 

OSHA 10 Training Course, Banner County School 

Dates: Dec. 4, 11, & 18 Time: 8:00 am – 12:00 pm 

 

Name: ______________________________________  

 

Contact Phone #: ______________________________ 

Please make check payable to: Banner County School. 



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
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